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Anyone who peruses the charters of immunity from taxa-
tion granted to certain monasteries, notably that granted to
the Nea Mone of Chios by Constantine Monomachus and
to the Monastery of Patmos by Alexius Comnenus, sees how
numerous and varied these supplementary burdens were.
One may class them as contributions in kind for the benefit
of the army, the officers, and the public functionaries, and as
forced labour, corve'es, properly so called, for public works,
whether military (fortifications, &c.) or civil (roads, bridges,
&c.).
Both classes are in conflict with Adam Smith's four rules
of taxation. They were not equally distributed, because
exemption was granted not only to a large number of
privileged persons, but also to such cities and regions as for
one reason or another were outside the circle of requisitions.
They were not fixed, inasmuch as they varied according to
circumstances. They were (by the force of circumstances)
not collected at the time most convenient for the taxpayer.
Lastly, their amount depended on the arbitrary decisions of
the civil or military authorities; and this fostered numerous
abuses to the detriment both of the taxpayers and of the
Treasury.
The only excuse that one can plead for this pernicious
legislation is that it was not an invention of the Byzantines.
These contributions in kind and corvees were but a survival
of the winner a extraordinaria et sordtda^ of which the Codex
Theodosianus gives us a list and enables us to appreciate the
burden.
V. CONCLUSION
Byzantine finances could not be satisfactory. As in our
day, expenditure was too great and in part unnecessary. The
Government could not meet it except by a system of taxation
which was more oppressive and certainly more arbitrary than
anything we know of to-day.
One cannot, however, form an equitable judgement of the
financial system of any State, except by comparing it with
that of other States of the same period, or with that which the
particular State had inherited. From these two points of
view, the comparison is to the advantage of the Greek Empire